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The Board convened in the Commissioners' Hearing Room, 6th Floor, Public Service Center, 1300 
Franklin Street, Vancouver, Washington. Commissioners Stanton, Pridemore, and Morris, Chair, 
present. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

The Commissioners conducted the Flag Salute. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Issue #1 – Veterans  
 

C.R. Dave Hull, 15410 NE 39th Street, Vancouver, Washington, 98682, referenced a letter he 
submitted to the Board regarding the County Veterans Service Committee. Mr. Hull stated that 
his dealings with the Committee have produced unsatisfactory results. He commented that 
program funding was a good way to siphon off the money. He said that if they are going to do 
program funding, they should do something concrete such as partnering with the Veterans 
Administration to build apartments or dormitories at the VA facility in Vancouver. Hull added 
that the membership of the Veterans Service Committee was not representative of the veterans’ 
organizations in the county.   
 
Pridemore asked Mr. Hull if he was referring to a specific program funding. 
 
Hull said no, but as an example to suppose that $200,000 is given to a non-profit corporation 
to provide services to veterans and that money is put into a general fund. The money gets lost 
and no one knows where the money is being spent. 
 
Stanton asked Mr. Hull if his group was represented on the Committee. 
 
Hull said yes.   
 
Stanton asked Mr. Hull if his group has discussions within their organizations about giving 
direction to their representative, who then conveys it to the Committee. 
 
Hull said there hasn’t been that kind of interaction due to the Committee’s policies.  
 
Morris said their goal has been to make the money more readily available to veterans.  
 
Hull said that if they were allowed to contribute money to a private non-profit corporation for a 
program, it wouldn’t be far-fetched to ask the state legislature to change the law to cover bricks 
and mortar. 
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Morris said there are proposals in the legislature that are currently being drafted to make some 
alterations in the law. She suggested that Mr. Hull might want to meet with the people who are 
involved with that. She also indicated that there were several individuals present at today’s 
hearing who could visit with Mr. Hull regarding the two veterans needing assistance. 
 
Greg Whitson, 2616 NE 68th Street, Vancouver, Washington, 98665, stated that he is a 
representative of the Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 512. Mr. Whitson said that in all 
the years he has been involved with the Committee, all of the veterans organizations in Clark 
County have been represented on the board. He said that they have always had the 
understanding that the money is supposed to go directly to veterans – not for large groups to 
disperse as they see fit. Whitson stated that he is very happy with the Committee. He said they 
do have to go by certain guidelines as set by the County Commissioners. 
 
Pridemore clarified that not all of the guidelines are set out by the Commissioners. A lot of them 
are also prescribed by the state.  
 
Robert Cruse, 516 NE 147th Avenue, Vancouver, Washington, 98684, stated that he is the 
District 6 Commander for the Veterans of Foreign War, as well as the Department Service 
Officer for Southern Washington. Mr. Cruse said that more veterans’ claims are serviced 
through the office in Clark County than any other office regardless of service organization in the 
State of Washington. He said that according to an article in the newspaper, the county has given 
out close to $60,000 in funds, which doesn’t amount to even half of the interest on $1.86 
million; he said he has a problem with that. Cruse said he doesn’t have any problems with the 
Committee and that they’re doing an excellent job with the rules and regulations that have been 
set down by the county. As a result, however, when Mr. Goff is unable to help someone, he 
sends that person to the Veterans of Foreign War – a non-profit organization. He provided an 
example. Cruse said that the fund is supposed to be for the indigent, but that isn’t the case. If 
the individuals who are in need don’t make enough money, they don’t receive help.  
 
Pridemore said the rules that are in place today were the ones that the Veterans Resource 
Council, as well as veterans across the board, had said were needed and that’s what the Board 
of Commissioners adopted. He said if there is a problem, they should definitely look into making 
some adjustments. 
 
Cruse reiterated that the Committee is handling the funds in an admiral manner, but the problem 
is that their hands are tied. He said the rules shouldn’t be black and white.  
 
Morris asked for clarification regarding the rule that a veteran needed to hit a threshold for 
income.   
 
Phil Goff, 3900 NE 145th Avenue, Vancouver, Washington, 98682, County Service Officer, 
stated that he has been on the Committee for over two years and has seen a great deal of 
advancement. He said the new changes made by the Committee will allow them to participate in 
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RFP’s with some of the organizations who do help veterans. He talked about the guidelines, as 
well as how the money they donate to organizations is accounted for.  
 
Morris asked Mr. Goff if he could address the specific matter of a veteran who has the four-
year-old child.  
 
Goff explained that he couldn’t help the gentleman because of the income limit. 
 
Pridemore asked where the income limit policy was; he couldn’t recall ever seeing it. 
 
Goff responded that the income limit states that an individual’s income must be 25% more than 
his rent. 
 
Pridemore asked if that was a state law. 
 
Goff wasn’t sure. 
 
Peggy Sheehan, Department of Community Services, indicated that she was somewhat 
confused about the particular case they were referencing, but would look into it. She said she 
didn’t see anything in their current requirements regarding the income limit; it’s not something 
that’s in the new policies, which are currently being drafted. 
 
Morris said that once the changes are made and the new policies are finished, it will no longer 
be a problem.  
 
Goff said that until the new changes are official, he has to go by the current policies. 
 
Morris asked Ms. Sheehan when the changes would be official. 
 
Sheehan responded that Chris Horne, Clark County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, was 
currently doing the last review so it should be anytime. As far as this specific case, she said there 
is still a way for them to work around the rules and that they could meet in order to discuss it.  
 
Pridemore said that this sounded like the kind of situation that they would like to see the 
Veterans Service Committee have the ability to address when appropriate. If it is rules, County 
Code, or state law that needs to be corrected in order to provide for that flexibility, then that’s 
what they want to try and achieve.  
 
Stanton suggested that they need to work at getting the new rules in place as quickly as 
possible. 
 
Sheehan said she would meet with certain staff and Committee members to talk about a 
process to re-examine the cases that were discussed earlier. 
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John Stofil, 6204 Kansas Street, Vancouver, United States Marine, stated that he wanted to 
make sure that the Board, as well as all participants, was aware that there is an appeals process 
through the Committee that can be utilized to overcome restrictions that exist.  
 
Hull said the problem with appeals is that they take time. He said the Committee needs an 
interim authority who can take action when it’s needed. 
 
Cruse stated that this particular case had been appealed, but was denied. 
 
Morris asked Bill Barron, County Administrator, to follow-up with Chris Horne and encourage 
him to expedite the completion of the rules.   

 
Issue #2 – Pornography in Libraries 

 
Margaret Tweet, 2715 NW 34th Circle, Camas, said she wanted to see a more open county 
government. She asked if the equipment was turned on to record today’s hearing. 
 
Morris said the hearing was being internally broadcasted. 
 
Tweet asked if it was being televised on CVTV. 
 
Morris said no. 
 
Tweet opined that all board meetings should be broadcast to the community. Tweet also 
commented about the publicly funded distribution of pornography to children in local libraries, 
as well as fiscal issues. She referenced a petition that had been circulated in Washougal, which 
urged the library to stop distributing pornography. She said the Library Board’s response was 
that porno magazines would continue to be available to children without parental consent. She 
read a statement from a letter sent by the library, which read – “Porno magazines would 
continue to be available to children without parental consent.” Tweet said this is illegal and 
should be blocked. She said an open public process and the appointment of library board 
members is the first step to a library board that is responsive. Tweet referenced a current 
vacancy on the county’s Library Board and asked if applications were being accepted. If so, 
this would be a good opportunity to open up the process to the public. She made the following 
suggestions:  1) Have a public notice for all openings, regardless of the reason for the opening; 
2) public interviews should be conducted by the Board of Commissioners, who will then make 
the appointments; 3) there should be an opportunity for public input from citizens after the 
interview and before finalization of the appointment; 4) open public input by interested parties at 
open public meetings or via open records; and 5) that the appointments be made in January or 
later so that Commissioners who are starting a four-year term would select the Library Board 
member who would serve with them. Tweet stated that decisions by the Board of 
Commissioners should be made by a board majority. She noted that Clark County’s resolutions 
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weren’t signed by a majority. Tweet also noted that the Library Board doesn’t have an appeals 
process.  
 
Morris referenced Mrs. Tweet’s comments regarding signatures on an appointment, and 
explained that it’s normal process for only the Chair of the Board of Commissioners to sign. In 
the event the Chair isn’t available, then the other two Commissioners would sign – a common 
practice throughout the state for County Commissioners. Commissioner Morris then stated that 
the process has always been fully and completely open, and anytime the Board of County 
Commissioners convenes to conduct business with two or more board members, it’s an open 
public meeting. She said that when they had the last appointment to the Library Board, it was a 
public process. In regards to board member Merle Koplan, she was the City of Vancouver’s 
rightful appointment. Morris explained that it’s a requirement that those appointments proceed 
through the approval process by all other participants. She further explained the appointment 
process and said they are doing exactly the same thing they have consistently done with all of 
the boards and commissions and that Mrs. Tweet is welcome during the interview process. She 
then asked Mrs. Tweet if she had applied. 
 
Tweet replied that she has not – her question was whether the board is currently accepting 
applications for an opening.  
 
Morris said yes and asked Louise Richards, Clerk of the Board, if she could clarify where 
they’re at in the process. 
 
Louise Richards, Clerk of the Board, said she didn’t believe it had been advertised, but that 
they had two or three applications on file. 
 
Stanton explained that the Clerk keeps files for all of the advisory boards and applications are 
submitted year round. 
 
Tweet said that there was no notice of the opening.  
 
Morris reiterated that it was the City of Vancouver’s appointment so it would have been the 
City of Vancouver’s responsibility to require that. 
 
Tweet said that according to state law regarding appointments of Library Board members, the 
board can take or refuse recommendations and are also in charge of the timing.  
 
Morris said they would publicly notice it as they normally do.  
 
[TAPE SWITCHES TO SIDE B] 
 
Tweet said that Merle Koplan’s term doesn’t start until January so there was time to do the 
process correctly.  
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Stanton explained that they have a historical Memorandum of Agreement with the City of 
Vancouver regarding the way appointments are made. She stated that they followed the process 
as agreed to with the City and the appointment of Ms. Koplan was appropriately made.  
 
Tweet suggested that Clark County could do what Lewis, Mason, and Thurston Counties have 
done, which is a more open process. 
 
Morris said she didn’t know how they could make the process any more open than it already 
is. She said that if they haven’t already done so, they will be shortly advertising for people who 
are interested in an appointment to the Library Board. She added that people are welcome to 
advocate for an appointee and that correspondence is compiled into a notebook; candidates are 
interviewed in public and the public is welcome to submit questions that they would like the 
board to ask. 
 
Kathy Furin, 14500 NW 20th Avenue, Vancouver, Washington, 98685, echoed Ms. Tweet’s 
comments regarding an open public process, stating that as a citizen she would like to know 
about all openings on the Library Board and that there should be consistency. Ms. Furin then 
stated that the Library Board as it currently stands is amoral. She commented on the availability 
of Playboy Magazine in public libraries and a particular instance in which she witnessed one of 
the magazines being handed to a fourth grader. She said it’s morally wrong and is astounded 
that this is where the Library Board stands on that issue. She referenced a petition that recently 
went around where she lives and said that in talking with people after they had canvassed their 
neighborhoods, no one had more than two people refuse to sign the petition. She said everyone 
feels very strongly about this issue, but is frustrated by the fact that their efforts are not being 
heeded. She said she believes that the parents shouldn’t have to have the complete control and 
that a public library has to have some responsibility. Parents can’t be present 24/7. She said it’s 
her feeling that the current Library Board doesn’t share the same concerns as the community 
and that they are only held accountable to the Board of Commissioners – not the citizens, who 
are the ones they are supposed to represent and serve. She asked the Board of Commissioners 
what their opinion was regarding the availability of Playboy in local libraries. 
 
Morris indicated that she didn’t think it should be available to minors. She added that she has 
had conversations with Mr. Ziegman about that. 
 
Pridemore also said he didn’t think Playboy Magazine should be available and doesn’t see any 
reason for it to be in a public library. He stated that he is concerned about government 
involvement in determining what kind of information is available to citizens.  
 
Furin stated that everyone on the Library Board voted 7-0, standing behind the current policy. 
She said it came back to the issue of censorship. 
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Pridemore reiterated that he didn’t disagree with Ms. Furin in regards to the policy issue; 
however, he does disagree about what role politicians and elected governments should have in 
determining what information is accessible in the community. He said the board’s job is to try 
and appoint people who they believe reflect those values. Once they are on the Library Board, 
they are the ones who make the decisions. 
 
Furin asked if there was any other recourse they could take. 
 
Pridemore responded that one thing citizens can do is participate more in the process, such as 
applying to the Library Board.  
 
Furin asked what the best way would be to communicate with the Library Board. 
 
Morris stated that applying for membership to the Library Board would be the best way to 
communicate with them. 
 
Stanton suggested that Ms. Furin could also meet with individual members of the Library Board 
and express her concerns that way, as opposed to a public setting. 
 
Morris asked Ms. Furin if the petitions she had brought with her were for the board or for 
presentation to the Library Board. 
 
Furin said the Library Board had been provided copies of the petition and that she could make 
copies for the Board of Commissioners. 
 
Morris asked her to lend her copy to the Clerk of the Board and she would take care of 
copies. She again encouraged Ms. Furin to apply for the Library Board.  
 
[In the interest of time, the Board decided to resume Public Comment once the remaining 
agenda items were heard.] 
 

CONSENT AGENDA  
 

There being no public comment, MOVED by Stanton to approve items 1 through 10. 
Commissioners Morris, Stanton, and Pridemore voted aye. Motion carried. (See Tape 160) 
 

[Commissioner Pridemore was excused to attend a previously scheduled meeting.] 
 

PUBLIC HEARING:  ROAD VACATION 
 

Held a public hearing to consider the County Engineer’s Report on the advisability of vacating a 
portion of unnamed and unconstructed 30 foot right-of-way. Said right-of-way runs easterly 
approximately 374.04 feet from the east right-of-way line of NE 137th Avenue. 
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Louie Benedict, Department of Public Works/Real Property Services, presented the staff 
report. Mr. Benedict stated that it was staff’s recommendation that the Board of Commissioners 
accept and approve the County Engineer’s Report and Preliminary Order to Vacate. 

 
There being no public comment, MOVED by Stanton to approve the Road Vacation – RV 
04-194. Commissioners Morris and Stanton voted aye. Motion carried. (See Tape 160) 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT (Continued) 
 

Pauline Warren, 6800 NE 58th Street, Vancouver, Washington, 98661, spoke on behalf of 
Concerned Women of America. Ms. Warren commented on the issue of pornography in 
libraries. She said that their goal was to get libraries to block internet pornography. She said that 
for the past five years she has come to the Library Board with the same issue: to block 
pornography in libraries from everyone. It’s not required and taxpayers shouldn’t be paying for 
it. Warren said the Library Board refuses to recognize that there is a connection between 
pornography and sexual crimes. She stated that the Board of Commissioners is responsible for 
the appointments and so far those appointments are not reflective of the community at large. 
Warren said that email should be utilized to inform the public of upcoming public meetings, 
interviews, etc.  
 
Stanton suggested that citizens can look up information on the county’s web site and 
recommended that Mrs. Warren familiarize herself with it as well. She encouraged Mrs. Warren 
to apply for the Library Board. 
 
Morris added that citizens can also request to be added to specific email distribution lists. 

 
 
2 p.m. Bid Opening 
 
Present at the Bid Openings:  Louise Richards, Clerk to the Board; Mike Westerman and Allyson 
Anderson, General Services 
 
BID OPENING 2383 
 

Held a public hearing for Bid Opening 2383 – Spectrum Analyzer. Mike Westerman, General 
Services, opened and read bids and stated that it was their intention to award Bid 2383 on 
October 26, 2004, at 10:00 a.m., in the Commissioners’ hearing room of the Clark County 
Public Service Center, 6th Floor. (See Tape 161) 
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
 
Betty Sue Morris/s 
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Judie Stanton, Commissioner 
 
 
 
 
Craig A. Pridemore, Commissioner 
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Clerk of the Board 
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